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DO you want to write?
Your articles, featuring, discussions, arguments, letters are welcome to Bodhi Magazine.

Pease send it to bodhimagazine@gmail.com with your passport size photo and contact
details. Our editors will assess your writings and will publish the selected matters in the
Bodhi magazine.
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The journey to the

Promised Land

Rev. Peter Kuruvilla.

All of us are keen to have a promotion
in every area of our life; we would want to
rise to higher levels at our jobs, and for
that we would pursue higher studies or
upgrade our skills. Unexpected problems
may arise when we are placed in a
responsible position or when we are to
be promoted. There are certain issues we
should be careful as Christians and as
believers who put their trust in Jesus
Christ.

An owner of a big and successful
company wanted to hand over his
responsibilities and his company to a
faithful man. The Board of Directors, which
included his own children, were all vying
for that position. Each one wanted to prove
that he was best suited for the position.
One day the owner handed over a flower
pot and a packet of seeds to each of his
directors and asked them to plant it and
return to meet him after six months so that
he could make his decision. Among the
directors was an honest and hardworking
man. He planted the seed and grew
discouraged when he noted that the seed
had not sprouted and was not growing into
a plant in spite of him watering it each day.
He was discouraged as he too, like the
rest, wanted to establish his proficiency.

Finally, six moths later when they all
came together, he observed how all the
directors had lovely plants growing out of

their pots, some even sprouted flowers
and fresh leaves on them. The honest
man was disappointed and disgraced and
in a very coy manner brought his pot into
the room. Everyone looked at him with pity
as he did not have anything growing out of
his pot. However, it shocked everyone
present when the owner announced the
honest man as the new Managing Director
of his company. The owner explained to
all how he had intentionally handed over a
bag of seeds that were boiled and dried
and therefore would not grow. He
understood that each of them might have
tried planting it, but when it did not sprout,
they were dishonest and went out and
bought new seeds. He realized that the
only man who was honest was the man
who he selected. Similarly, in our world, in
the secular way, we too may feel a need to
compromise and do certain things to get
a promotion. But when you choose God’s
way, the most important thing to remember
is honesty.

The Book of Joshua starts with a very
challenging verse. “Moses my servant is
dead”. Moses led the people out of
captivity; they had been slaves for 400
years. Moses was appointed by God; he
went through the training of God. Total life
span of Moses was for a period of 120
years, we can divide them into three
phases. The first 40 years he spent as a

prince in Pharaoh’s palace, next 40 years
God took him into the wilderness and the
next 40 years, God led him back to Egypt
so that he could be used as a leader to
bring the people out of captivity. The first
part of his life he was very confident of his
power and riches and was able to do
anything. In the second phase, he admits
that he is not able to do anything. He walks
through the wilderness, looking after some
one else’s flock. In the third stage, when
God gave him the spirit, he proclaimed that
he would not be able to do anything if God
was not with him. These were the three
stages of his training. It is evident that he
was one of the greatest leaders that lived,
by how God guided him to lead the people
from miracles after miracles and how God
spoke to Moses face to face.

Eventually when they reached the
border of the Promised Land, the River
Jordan had to be crossed to go to the
Promised Land, that's when Moses died.
They had no inkling as to who would lead
them. In such a predicament, God spoke
to Joshua, a young man, and gave him the
responsibility to take the people into the
Promised Land. Moses was called by God,
appointed by God, so much experience;
he spoke to God face to face, how Joshua
could be compared to him. He would never
fit into the shoes of Moses. Similarly In our
lives, when tragedy and crisis arises, we

The Book of Joshua starts with a very challenging verse. “Moses my servant is dead”.

Moses led the people out of captivity; they had been slaves for 400 years.
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must not worry and think it's the end for
us. It probably is a beginning of something
new; God has plans to lead us into greater
things. When Indira Gandhi was shot, the
whole nation was worried about the future
of India. We see how Rajiv Gandhi took
over and led India into a very significant
age; the computer age. That one crisis
completely materialized the image of
India. inot what we now so proudly
profess.

In our lives, too we will have crisis.
Psalm 23 says “The lord is my shepherd,
| shall not want; He makes me to lie down
in green pastures”. Original translation
says “He forced me to lie down in green
pastures”. When the shepherd takes the
flock into green pastures, he allows them
to move around and graze but in this verse
we note how the shepherd is forcing the
sheep to lie down. Why? Because when it
sees the green pastures, the sheep will
forget the shepherd and move around the
green pastures. The shepherd wants to
have a close relationship with the sheep,
to be close to the sheep. When everything
goes smooth in our lives and suddenly
when a crisis hits, we may often wonder
why it happened. Although | have been a
pastor for several years, whenever | come
across a difficult situation, | am unable to
reason it then but later it gets revealed to
me.

What was Joshua’s qualification to
replace Moses? In verse 1 it says, “Moses’
minister”. He was the servant of Moses.
What was significant in God’s eyes was
that he was a humble servant. Jesus has
the same message for us. He tells his
disciples who were arguing on who
among them would be the greatest; “if you
want to be great, be the servant of all.” This
is contrary to how we think. Although he
was equal to God, he humbled himself.
He could have come as a king, living in a
palace, ruling over people. He became a
man, then a servant, later he was crucified.
He came down to earth at the humblest
level that a person could come. Jesus

knew that the father has given him all things
in his hands yet he wrapped a towel
around himself and began to wash the feet
of the disciples. Let this character of
servant hood be portrayed in us. It's
noteworthy to mention that throughout the
life of Jesus, he was never afraid of his
position. Jesus was not afraid as he knew
he had all things in his hands. He was not
insecure.

Sadly, we do not have the same
security in our lives. If we know God has
put us in a place, we should not worry
about anything else. If you attempt to climb,
like Jacob did, you would need to worry.
He deceived his father to take over his
brother’s blessings and went on to trick
everyone. When Jacob was in Bethel, he
saw the stairs....Jacob thought God was
not there. Similarly, we assume that God
dwells only in churches on Fridays and
Sundays and the rest of the week God
does not watch what we do, in our offices,
in our free time, etc. Not true.

There are two ways to get promoted in
our lives as well:

1) Jacobs’ way 2) God’'s way

Jacob’s way was the way of deceit. He
pulled everyone’s leg, he deceived his
brother, his father. In order to follow God'’s
way, we must be strong and courageous.
Firstly, we have to hang on the promises
of God told Joshua not to worry when
Moses died. He reminds Joshua that He
had promised this land to Moses. We too
have to hang on to the promise of God.
The bible is full of promises and its all for
us.

Hebrews 10:35-36 says

35 Cast not away therefore your
confidence, which hath great recompense
of reward. 36 For ye have need of patience,
that, after ye have done the will of God, ye
might receive the promise.

If we need to see the promises in our
life being fulfilled, we need to be patient. It
says when we have done the will of God,;

we need to have patience and endurance.
That's what happened to Sarah, she said
she could not wait and took a shortcut to
help God.. That short cut has become the
biggest problem today. We need to have
patience, as the scripture says, we need
to endure. Another beautiful verse from

Joshua 23:14 says

14 And, behold, this day | am going the
way of all the earth: and ye know in all your
hearts and in all your souls, that not one
thing hath failed of all the good things which
the LORD your God spoke concerning you;
all are come to pass unto you, and not
one thing hath failed thereof.

Joshua was 110 years old when he
conquered and possessed the Promised
Land. Not a single promise remained
unfulfilled. We must always remember
that God will never fail us. Our friends, our
parents may fail us but God’s never
forgets.

2) we have to follow His law’s. God
gave us the laws for our own good. They
are principles we need to follow. The Ten
Commandments were put in a nutshell
by Jesus when He said

“Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.”

This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.” " Matthew 22:37
— 39.In the book of Exodus and Leviticus,
there are a lot of principles written on what
food to eat and how to live. All this was
given because the people were traveling
in multitudes in the wilderness and it was
beneficial for the health and protection of
the families. In the book of Exodus it states
that God has put two ways before us; life
and death. We can choose what we want.
God does not force it upon us. The bible
clearly states in the Old Testament that
we must work 6 days but the 7th day must
be kept as Sabbath or the rest day.
However, these days people are so busy,

If we need to see the promises in our life being fulfilled, we need to be patient. It says
when we have done the will of God; we need to have patience and endurance.
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they wish they had a 10-day week. People
are so busy that they do not have time to
think or read things. Gradually the human
race will become stagnant. In an age
where things are attained at the press of a
button we are hastily progressing to an
unhealthy state where we have no strength
in our bodies to even press that button.

3) Thirdly, His presence is with us. The
Bible in many instances quotes that He is
with us.

When we go through trials and
tribulations in our lives, everyone may
leave us, but not God. He said he will never
forsake us.. In old times past, the steam
trains used to carry people from Kerala to
Mumbai. After reaching Pune, the steam
trains would be tired and would not be able
to climb up the Ghats to reach Mumbai
and would be tired. But then in Pune,
another engine is attached to the back of

The Wheel of Life:

Restoring the Life -Giving Connection with God

The clatter from downstairs woke me
out of a dead sleep. The newest addition
to our family was at it again. Being well
past the newborn years in our family, at
first | thought | was dreaming, but as |
gingerly made my way toward the
kitchen, there was no denying the little
one was awake. He had only been a
part of our household for a few days, but
he was making his presence known in
a mighty way. How could such a little
creature make such a racket? Upon
entering the kitchen, | glanced at the
clock on the microwave. It read 3:07
A.M. It was time to have a talk with
Huey the hamster.

As | peered into Huey’s cage, fighting
back thoughts of how | might dispose of
him before my kids awoke, | was
mesmerized by his incessant activity.
Knowing | would be unable to go back
to sleep, | pulled up a chair and watched
as the fuzzy little creature scurried about
in his world. He would run over to his
food dish and eat. Then he would rush
over and get a drink. From there he
would dash into his little home and hide
some food. Finally, he would scurry to
his wheel and run at top speed (and
sound) for minutes at atime. This pattern
repeated itself for as long as | could bare
to watch. Huey's life really consists of
three major activities: eating and
drinking; sleeping (which he did during
the day); and running on his wheel (which
he did all night long). Day after day,

week after week, Huey scampers
through the trinity of activities that
comprise his existence.

At some point during this encounter,
| was struck by the similarity between
my existence and that of Huey the
hamster. Broken down to its most basic
form, my life consists of three primary
functions: eating and drinking; sleeping;
and running on my wheel. Huey is
content with his life, but | often find
myself longing for more. At times, the
frenetic pace of life robs me of the life
giving connection with my heavenly
Father. The wheel of life, whether
because of speed or noise, prohibits me
from relating with God. I'm in such a
hurry to get somewhere, be something
or impress someone, that | have no time
for God, who is left spinning in the squall
from my wheel.

The hurried lifestyle is one of the
major killers of spiritual vitality in the
twenty-first century. In his book, The
Life You've Always Wanted, John Ortberg
refers to this epidemic as “hurry-
sickness.” Life in the fast lane is
fascinating, even addictive, but it
eventually plunges off the face of a cliff.
Or worse yet, it results in my just
spinning my wheels and missing out on
the “abundant life” found in Christ. | often
find myself muttering the words of the
great theologian, George Jetson, “Get
me off this crazy thing!” How do | jump
off the wheel of life which is spinning at

the train which assists the front engine to
move forward and together they reach the
destination. Similarly in our lives when we
go through trials and think we cannot move
forward and want to give up, we must
remember that God is there to see us
reach that destination. That's exactly what
God told Joshua too, who would never be
able to fill the shoes of Moses on his own,
but God told him to go forth as He was
with him.

Brad Nelson

At some point during
this encounter, Iwas
struck by the
similarity between
my existence and
that of Huey the
hamster. Broken
down to its most
basic form, my life
consists of three
primary functions:
eating and drinking;
sleeping; and
running on my

wheel.
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I've found that
maintaining daily
quality time with God
helps me avoid
hopelessly spinning
on the wheel of life.
The busier | get, the
more important it
becomes. As busy as
Jesus was during his
earthly ministry, he
never lost sight of the
need to connect with
his heavenly Father. If

he needed it, | need it.

break-neck speed? How can | reclaim
the life giving connection with my
heavenly Father?

Understand | Am Accountable

As | contemplated slamming on the
brakes of my wheel, the first thing |
realized is that | am a steward of the
things God has given me, including my
most precious commodity: time. One
day I will give an account to my heavenly
Father for how | have invested the time
given me on earth. | had to ask myself,
“How am | investing my daily portion of
86,400 seconds?” | came to the
conclusion that if | were a stock broker,
making investments_| would have been
fired long ago. At that point, | decided
to heed the admonition of Ephesians
5:16 and Colossians 4:5 and redeem my
time.

I've found when | approach my time
investments from the standpoint of being
a steward, it makes every scheduling
decision a God decision. My calendar
becomes spiritual in nature. It helps me
to understand that my life is not my own.
| become a better manager of my owner’s
resources.

Making God My Priority

Once | made the mental shift from
being an owner to being a manger of my
time, | needed to get practical. | took a
good hard look at my calendar. What |
found spoke volumes to me about the
priorities in my life. God was getting
squeezed out or, at best, getting
leftovers. This had to change. | made
the decision to treat my time with God
like any other important appointment on
my calendar. | was going to block out
daily one-on-one God time in my PDA.
If God truly is my priority, he should get
my best time. My God time is now my
priority and is non-negotiable.

I've found that maintaining daily
quality time with God helps me avoid
hopelessly spinning on the wheel of life.
The busier | get, the more important it
becomes. As busy as Jesus was during
his earthly ministry, he never lost sight
of the need to connect with his heavenly
Father. If he needed it, | need it.

Taking Responsibility for My Life

I was now thinking like a manager
and acting like God is my priority, but
something was still causing my wheel

to spin faster than | wanted. | noticed
that | had a tendency to get caught up
in the rat (or hamster) race and flow of
everyone else’s frenzied life. God was
first on my calendar, but the calendar
was so filled with other activities that |
often felt squeezed by the daily flow of
life. One day | realized that | call the
shots when it comes to my schedule. |
shouldn’t allow others, including my kids,
to dictate the busyness of my life. Once
I had this paradigm shift, scheduling
decisions became much easier. | was
now better equipped to fight the
tendency to over-commit to those things
that detract from the true priorities of life.

I've often heard pastors lament the
lack of commitment on the part of
Christians today. | disagree with this
sentiment. | do not believe that present
day Christians lack the commitment of
past generations. The problem isn’t
under-commitment but rather over-
commitment. When | become
committed to too many things, the
priority items of life lose out. | need to
take responsibility for my time and make
wise scheduling decisions based upon
the godly priorities of life.

The other day something very unusual
happened with Huey the hamster. |
actually thought he was dying. He
wouldn’t eat. He wouldn't drink. He
spent all his time sleeping. He wasn't
his normal hyperactive self. | was
checking in on him and happened to
notice that the house in his cage was
jammed against his wheel and keeping
it from spinning. He wasn't able to run
on the wheel. | honestly believe that this
depressed Huey. He had lost his
purpose for living.

As | attempt to jump off my wheel,
or at least slow it to a manageable pace,
at times it feels as though my life has
lost its meaning. | associate worth and
purpose with activity. I've come to realize
that nothing could be further from the
truth. It is in the stillness of life that
God can speak to me. “Be still, and
know that | am God...” (Psalm 46:10a
KJV). My worth is linked to the fullness
of my relationship with Him, not the
fullness of my calendar. No longer will |
allow the wheel of life rob me of the life-
giving connection with my heavenly
Father.
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